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inferior to the deep ring, and consequently placing that
ring, with its constant and occasional accompaniment-
that is to say, the spermatic cord and the bowels in hernia
-in the peculiar position of an opening, which, if not
a muscular opening, which it could under no circum-
stances be, at least an opening having muscular fibres
above, and muscular below it, practically influencing
surgical considerations respecting the structure and form
of the opening itself?"- Correspondent of the Medical
Gazette.

TETANus.-Mr. Solly records in the Medical G/lzette a
case of this disease which terminated favourably. The

patient was admitted into St. Thomas’s Hospital, having
about seventeen days previously received a lacerated
wound of the little finger of his left hand. The symptoms
of a severe attack of the disease were well marked, and
the patient was discharged, cured, in about nine weeks
from the date of his admission. In reference to treatment
it is quite impossible to say anything definite. The
patient was admitted under Mr. Green, and treated by
Messrs. Travers, Solly, and South, conjointly and sepa-
rately. Opium, Indian hemp, tobacco, turpentine,
blisters, brandy, &c., were administered ad infinitum.
The spasm seemed to abate after some doses of the hemp
had been given, but Mr. Solly is not disposed to place
much reliance on this, as a large blister was at the same
time applied along the spine.
THE INFLUENCE OF FACTORY LABOUR ON GROWTH.-

Dr. White, in a communication to the same journal,
makes the following remarks, which will not at the

present moment be lost on some of our readers :-" It is
by no means an unfrequent occurrence in this neighbour-
hood (Preston) to find new-born infants weigh twelve,
thirteen, and fourteen pounds; and the average weight
seems to be from ten to eleven pounds. Notwithstanding
the more than ordinary weight of infants at the time of
birth, it is worthy of remark that the generality of adults
never reach above the middle size, and by far the greatest
number are much below it. It is very probable that this
may arise from the early age at which children are sent
to work in the factories ; and that, although the parent
plant be impaired from want of proper culture, it pre-
serves within itself the power of propagating a race which,
by due and timely training, might become one of the
finest in the kingdom."

TESTS FOR ARSENic.-In the Provincial Journal (which
by the way now issues from its rural retirement, pale,
sickly, and attenuated) we find a paper by Dr. Shearman
on the testsfor arsenic. He particularly alludes to those
of Marsh and Reinsch, and their modification recom-
mended in THE LANCET by Mr. Ellis. The only objection
to those tests is the difficulty of procuring zinc free from
arsenical contamination. The author is then led to
remark that " there is another test which deserves more
attention than it has yet met with, viz., the decomposition
of distilled water by galvanism, to which the suspected solu-
tion is added, with pure sulphuric acid, collecting the hydro-
gen from the negative pole or zincode of Smee’s battery,
igniting it, and examining the stain left in a glass tube
open at both ends. If there is the smallest particle of
arsenic, the hydrogen will combine with it, and you then
have a stain of metallic arsenic, with rhomboidal crystals; ;
which you may oxidise, collect, and dissolve in water ; go
through the fluid tests, reduce the sulphuret in a tube, and
sublime it into arsenious acid again. This is the most deli-
cate test known, and is perfectly free from the charge of
using any substance in which arsenic can exist." 

’ It should
be remembered that sulphuric acid is not always free
from arsenic. The only satisfactory means of ascertaining
the purity of the materials made use of, is to put the
apparatus in action previously to the addition of the sus-
pected substance. If found then to be pure, the experi-
ment can, of course, be relied on.

DIGITALIS IN EPILEPSY.-In the same journal Dr.
Scott, of Liverpool, describes some cases of sthenic epi-
lepsy, which seem to have been successfully treated by
tincture of digitalis administered during the premonitory
stage, in full doses, and continued until it produce some

effect. This remedy deserves attention, as calculated to
subdue the increased vascular action which in many cases
precedes the epileptic convulsion. Dr. Scott judiciously
remarks, 11 In the sthenic species of epilepsy the premoni-
tory symptoms which have come under my observation,
have usually been those of nervous and vascular excite-
ment, gradually increasing until the cerebro-spinal
congestion has been sufficient to produce the paroxysm-;
and it seemed reasonable to suppose that if the excitement
could be allayed, the paroxysm might be arrested, and
by continued prevention the disease might be eventually
removed, provided it was not dependent upon organic
causes. This has been effected in so many instances, by
the instrumentality of digitalis, without detriment to the
powers of the constitution, that I cannot but think that
it presents a valuable resource, and is deserving of a more
extended trial in similar cases."

THE LANCET.
LONDON, SATURDAY, APRIL 27TH, 1844.

PRESENT STATE OF THE F’R..C’7GCE Of

BMHMCINE.

A WELL-coNDUCTED medical journal being bound to

present to its readers a kind of mirror of the medical

opinions of the day, cannot be answerable for all the

scientific views contained in the non-editorial articles

which it publishes. Thus it is that we occasionally insert
communications with which we partially or totally dis-

agree, if we think that the opinions they convey are those
of a section of the medical community important, either

by the number of those who compose it, or by their in-
dividual talents.

We feel it necessary to make these remarks, in order
to explain our publication in the present number of Dr.
LivESAY’s essay, as also of another communication or two

having a similar tendency, especially that of Dr. MACKiN,* II!

which appeared in our last volume. We ourselves differ
in toto with these physicians, and with all holding their

opinions respecting the present state of the practice of
medicine. So far from thinking that the practice of
medicine has remained stationary, that" we are still, in
" the nineteenth century, as far as the precise results of
" our practice go, almost as uncertain as those to whom

anatomy was unknown, physiology a fable, chemistry a.

fancy, and surgery a charm"-(Dr. LIVESAY), we think
that the practice of medicine has necessarily advanced
with as rapid strides as any of the other branches of

human knowledge ; indeed, that its progress has been
much more rapid than that of many. We do not mean to

say that we have at our command other medicinal agents
than those employed by our forefathers (although several
valuable remedies have been added in modern times to

the materia medica, as, for instance, iodine) ; we do
not mean to say that we understand much better than
they did the ultimate action on the human economy of
the agents we use, but we do mean to assert that modern

physicians, when thoroughly acquainted, practically as
well as theoretically, with the medical learning of the
day, are immeasurably superior" in their practice" to the

physicians of former times, at least as far as we are able

See LANCET, Feb. 3, 1844.
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to judge of the latter by the writings which they have
left us. The reason of this superiority is most evident, it

is to be found in our more intimate knowledge of disease.
’There is scarcely a malady to which the human frame is

exposed, on the pathology of which the labours of the
last half-century have not thrown the greatest additional

light. The history of all local lesions, their symptoms,
and their pathological phases, have been investigated
with a species of religious enthusiasm, by BROUSSAIS and
his followers, and although the school which they

originated on this basis is evidently irrational in its con-

clusions, yet the labours to which it has given rise, have
marked a new era in the history of medicine. It is more

especially from the date of Broussaism that hypothesis
has been discarded in the study of medical science, and
that for it the scrutiny of facts has been substituted. This

improved system of study, the Baconian rule, has pro-
duced the same effect, when applied to medicine, that it

had previously produced when applied to other sciences ;
it has weeded out error and baseless theories, and singu-
larly enough, it has destroyed the very doctrine which in-
troduced it, for Broussaism has died from the investiga-
tion of facts.

It would be strange indeed were the practice of medi-
cine stationary, when medicine itself has undergone such
manifest, such undeniable changes for the better. What!
our knowledge of the machinery of the human frame-of
the laws by which it is regulated-of the ailments to
which it is subjected-is greatly increased; as also our

knowledge of the physical, chemical, and medicinal pro-
perties of the agents which are susceptible of acting in
different ways on our economy, and yet the practice of
medicine is stationary! If such assertions are correct, we

must at once confess that all attempts at the treatment of
disease are futile-that the science of therapeutics is a

humbug-and that its professors are impostors.
But such is not the case, and we feel certain that the

immense majority of enlightened medical practitioners
will bear us out in our assertion. Most of the medicinal
substances which are in general use, and which Dr.
MACICIN terms the 11 farrago medendi," are powerful
agents, and exercise a most decided influence, even in

’health, over the functions of the human frame. That

this influence must greatly modify the economy for good
Or for bad when discovered there can be no doubt. Now,
as Dr. MACKIN justly remarks, the efforts of those who

practise the healing art have ever been directed to an
imitation of the spontaneous curative processes of nature,
such as local haemorrhages, critical evacuations, vicari-
ous discharges, eruptions, &c. ; that is to say, to assist-

ing nature in the elimination of the morbific cause of
disease. That we may, then, assist nature with the

greatest efficacy, we firmly believe, in common with all,
Or nearly all, the great physicians who have practised
Or written up to the present time. But in order that we

may thus become the handmaidens of nature it is evi- i

dently necessary that we should clearly see and under-
stand the indications presented by disease; and such an 1

insight into the conditions of disease can only be gained
t by one who is thoroughly conversant with the history
. and symptoms of the morbid states of the human

j economy.
It is in this sense that we maintain that the practice of

l medicine has progressed along with the knowledge of
, medicine. We bleed, we purge, we narcotise, like our
I predecessors, it is true, but being better acquainted with

the history of disease than they were, we know better
when to bleed, when to purge, when to narcotise, than

they did ; in other words, the indications of treatment

being clearer to us than they were to them, we must
necessarily be able to treat our patients with greater
security and judgment than they did. The science of

therapeutics is thus inseparably allied to that of patho-
logy, and must progress with equal steps, pari progressu.
In our opinion, the doubt that is thrown over the

progress of therapeutics is owing to the non-philosophi-
cal mode in which the subject is sometimes viewed. If
in the medicinal agents which we employ in the treat-
ment of disease, we look for specifics calculated to

neutralise the various morbid conditions of the human

organisation, in the same way as mercury neutralises,
or, at least, modifies, the venereal poison, why, then,
certainly we must believe in the stationary state of the

practice of medicine. Moreover, with such a belief,
placing reliance in peculiar formulae against peculiar
diseases, we can conscientiously credit the efficacy of
the marvellous discoveries periodically foisted on the

public by medical men; we then may believe that

naphtha cures consumption, that cod-liver oil cures

scrofula, or that the nitrate of bismuth cures dyspepsia,
or any other inanity of the same water. But such is not

the point of view in which therapeutics should be con-
sidered. Our present knowledge of the action of medi.

cinal agents shows us that, with one or two solitary
exceptions, they act on disease by their influence over
the functions of certain systems, or certain organs; thus,
narcotics and stimulants exercise an influence over the

nervous system, purgatives over the digestive functions,
diuretics over the renal functions, diaphoretics over the

skin, &c. &c. It is by resorting judiciously to these
influences, by combining their action, that we are able to

modify disease, to moderate the intensity of its symptoms,
to direct the regular succession of phenomena which it

presents, and, in numerous instances, to save life, which
would inevitably be sacrificed were the disease allowed to
run its course unaided, undirected.
One of the apparently strongest arguments brought for-

ward by unbelievers in the powers of medicine to prove
their assertions, is the great diversity in the practice of
medical men. But this argument is merely specious, and
will not bear the slightest scrutiny. It is more especially
in the treatment of inflammatory and febrile diseases that
this diversity exists, and in these diseases, precisely, the
indication is one which may be attained by a variety
of means. Depletion is the indication, and depletion may
be equally produced by the action of local bleeding, of
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large blisters, of purgatives, of diuretics, or of diapho-
retics. Thus we find that the physicians, who, in the
treatment of pneumonia, in England, rely partly on
bleeding, and partly on purgatives ; in France, entirely on

bleeding, or on the application of large blisters; in

Germany, partly on bleeding and partly on critical evacu-
ations, urinary or cutaneous; all arrive at the same end-
the depletion of their patient, though by different modes.

To a physician well acquainted with the state of modern

pathology, and yet sceptical as to the improvement of
modern practice, we should say, follow, for a few

weeks, or months, in the wards of a large hospital,
a clever physician of the old school, who has not

kept pace with the onward progress of pathology. The

egregious blunders which are every day committed in
the treatment of disease by such a physician, much to
the detriment of his patients, will soon bring conviction
to the mind, especially if we compare such a practice
with that of a really enlightened and well-informed

modern physician.
For our own part, so far from feeling despondent when

we witness the practice of a well-informed physician, we
are always elated to see the real, undeniable power which
he possesses over disease, and involuntarily think how
much humanity is indebted to the labours of the succes-
sive generations of medical philosophers who have pre-
ceded us. Man is born but to die. His frame contains

within itself the seeds of dissolution, and, however strong
his constitution, however hygienic his life, however skil-
ful his medical attendant, the time must come when he
will have to yield up his mortal tenement to the elements
of which he is formed. The province of the physician is
to examine into the conditions of health, into the

nature and the laws of disease, by bringing to his assist-
ance nearly all other branches of human science. Having
acquired all the knowledge which is accessible to him, he

cannot, it is true, always ward off death, but his precepts
become the beacons that warn his fellow men of danger,
that often preserve them from disease; and his skill ren-
ders the attacks of disease as harmless as possible when it
does overtakes them. To conclude, we again assert, that
we firmly believe that the conditions of health, and the

proximate nature and symptoms of disease, having never
been so well known to the profession as they now are,-
our power of judiciously applying the remedial agents in
our possession has increased in the same ratio,-and
that we are justified in asserting that the practice of
medicine has by no means remained stationary.
With regard to the plan proposed by Dr. LIVESAY, for

registering in hospitals, &c., the hygienic and morbid
histories of individuals, from father to son, for several suc-

ceeding generations, so as to possess a medical history of
the constitution and health of families during a great
lapse of years, we think it impracticable, as proposed,
although desirable. In no state of society would it be

possible to keep a written record of the health or diseases
of the lower classes. The record, if written, must be en-
trusted to their own custody, and they, poor souls, are-too

careless, in every respect, especially as regards their
health, to give themselves any trouble about documents’

referring to it. They seem born to suffer hardships and
privations of every description, and really have not,
generally speaking, that ardent attachment to life which
we find in the higher classes of society. If we are to have

records of that description, it must be to the peers, and

large landed proprietors of entailed estates, that we must

apply. Their education enables them to understand the

value of such investigations, and their anxious solicitude.
for the prolongation, in themselves and their families, of
a life which their rank and riches render easy, and often

agreeable, would perhaps induce them to take the neces-

sary trouble. There is, however, another stumbling
block. Will medical practitioners ever give themselves
the trouble to write down the medical lives of their pa-
tients ? We doubt it ; fbr we suspect that those who
have time have no patients, and that those who have
patients would not have time.

HYGIENIC CONDITIONS OF TOWNS.

BATHING FOR THE WORKING CLASSES.

MODERN physiologists have deservedly made the ana-

tomy and functions of the skin the subject of much
research. Their labours have demonstrated, in the most

satisfactory manner, that the skin has a very important
part to perform, both in the animal and in the vegetable
kingdom ; that it is a powerful auxiliary to the lungs in

oxygenising and in vivifying the blood, and an extensive
emunctory by which the fluid materials that have per-
formed their duty in the economy are eliminated. The

importance of its being kept continually in a clean and
perfectly free state, in order that it may be able to per-
form these various functions, has been vividly felt by
scientific writers, and has been equally vividly expressed
by them. Moreover, as one of those physiological facts,
which can be easily brought home to the comprehension
of the non-professional public, it has been earnestly
enforced in all recent popular works and lectures em
bracing a consideration of general hygiene.
At the same time, however, that the paramount im-

portance of cutaneous cleanliness has been so forcibly
impressed on the public, no means whatever have,
hitherto, been offered to the poor of carrying the theore-
tical precept into practice. The mere ablution of the

exposed parts of the body, to which the cleanest of the

working classes confine themselves, are totally insufficient
to secure that degree of cleanliness which is necessary for
the due performance of the functions of the skin. Not

having the means of meeting the high charge of existing
bathing establishments, not having conveniences at

home which would enable them to make themselves in-

dependent of such establishments, and not having,
moreover, any very vivid sense of the danger of unclean-

liness, and of the comforts and advantages of cleanliness,
the poor, especially in large towns, remain in a perma-
nent state of cutaneous dirtiness, which is most preju-
dicial to their health and wen-being. Even the middling
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classes are deterred from paying that attention to the
state of the skin which they know it requires, owing to
the high price which has to be given for baths of any de-
scription, and to the great loss of time which using them

entails, from the small number of public establishments,
and their distance from the residences of those who resort
to them.

. Under these circumstances we hail with pleasure the
first attempt, on a large scale, which has been made in
Great Britain to establish public baths on a footing calcu-
lated to render them really useful, not only to the working
classes of society, to labouring men and their families,
but also to those whose means, though greater, are still

inadequate to the present expense of bathing. A society
has been formed at Edinburgh during the last winter to
establish baths for the working classes, under the active

patronage of the Lord Provost, and of all, or nearly all,
the principal functionaries and residents of that city. A

considerable sum of money has already been collected,
and other contributions are announced. A court of

directors, both ordinary and extraordinary, has been

appointed, and every measure has been taken which is
calculated to ensure the speedy erection of a building
containing baths, warm and cold, with the necessary ap-
paratus, in a convenient part of Edinburgh. The plan,
which, we believe, originated entirely with the working
population, has, however, met with the warmest encourage-
ment and assistance from the higher classes of society.
Since the subject has been thus agitated it has also

been taken up at Aberdeen, Glasgow, and other large
towns in Scotland, and it appears probable that

before very long all the large manufacturing towns in
that part of the island will be provided with public bath-

ing establishments.

When this shall have been effected a great deal will
have been accomplished towards improving the physical
and moral condition of the poor in Scotland. It cannot

be doubted, from the enthusiastic support which they
have given to the scheme, that they will freely avail
themselves of the benefits of the intended institution,
and, as Bishop GILLIS justly remarked, at a late public
meeting (Edinburgh), "No man who has acquired a
" habit of cleanliness will ever submit to inhabit a filthy
14 and unwholesome dwelling, or will unite his fortune z,
" for life with one who is not of similar habits, and who

cannot, at least, promise to have always a clean ’’,
hearth." We can state, from lengthened and close I
contact with, and experience of, the poor, that they
appreciate, nearly to its full extent, the advantages of
bathing, and that the real drawback to them is the
expense. However great may be the desire of a labourer

or artisan to purify by a warm bath his outward man, if
he has to pay a shilling, or even sixpence, he will refrain

from so doing. The sum is too large to be sacrificed for
what he considers, to a certain extent, a luxury, or, at

least, as a want which can be subdued. The resources

of the artisan, during his whole career, are, necessarily,
very limited, and even if he is fortunate enough to be

! able to satisfy all his more imperious wants, there are
still many trifling things after which he longs for his

family or himself, and on which he feels much more in-
clined to spend his surplus than on the attainment of

personal cleanliness. In France, baths, both warm and

cold, are much more frequently used than in England,
by all classes of society. In Paris the river is covered

with floating swimming baths, in which, in warm

weather, tens of thousands bathe every day; and through-
out the city, in nearly every street, there are establish-

ments at which a comfortable warm bath may be had for

6d. or 7d. yet with all these facilities there are numbers
of the poor, who, with the most anxious wish to bathe,
have not the means of indulging their desire. At the

hospital of St. Louis, which possesses an immense bath-

ing establishment, in addition to many thousand medi-
cated baths annually given to out-patients, during
the summer several hundred simple warm baths are also

gratuitously administered daily. The baths are given as

part of the treatment to the out-patients affected with
skin diseases, scrofula, &c., who, to the number of two or
three hundred, apply every morning for admission into
the hospital, for treatment or for baths. We have seen,
day after day, for months, scores of persons present them-

selves, with little or no bodily ailment, merely asking for
a few unmedicated warm baths. And in order thus to

demand, as a charity, for baths which they were aware
would probably not be granted, they consented to wait
for hours, in a crowded room, and in a tainted atmo-

sphere.
The same feelings which exist among the poor in

France, also, no doubt, exist with equal intensity in the
breasts of our own countrymen, who, abroad, are pro-

- verbial for their cleanliness ; and we feel convinced that,
were the opportunity of purification offered, they would

gladly avail themselves of it. At present they remain in
a state of uncleanliness, because public baths are an ex-

pensive luxury, only to be attained by the rich ; because
at home they have no conveniences of any kind. Indeed,
in the crowded state of their dwellings, the feelings of

decency, which most of the poor still possess, would alone
prevent the possibility of a general purification of the
body in very many instances. ,

We cannot but congratulate the inhabitants of Edin-

burgh on their having originated so praiseworthy a move-

ment, one which does equal credit to their mental and to
their moral discipline. We trust, sincerely, that it will

spread to England, and that, ere long, we may see in all
our manufacturing towns, and also in our great metro-

polis, numerous bathing establishments, at which the

artisans, for a sum within their limited means, may enjoy
the benefits of the warm bath. Wherever steam-engines
are employed, there is a ready supply of warm water,
which is now generally allowed to run to waste. Might
not this water be turned to account in large manufacto-
ries, and a cheap and easy system of bathing adopted for
those who work in them ? A medical gentleman, prac-
tising in one of our northern emporiums of trade, has told
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us that such a plan is quite feasible, provided the manu-
facturers were willing. It would truly be a charitable
and humane deed were they to try some such scheme;
and then, if the thing be possible, to exact from their
workmen a cleanliness to which we feel certain that

they would cheerfully subscribe.
We have heard that in Liverpool a public bathing

establishment, for the working classes, was actually
opened two years ago, and has ever since been a source
of great comfort and benefit to them. The system
adopted in Liverpool is the one which we should recom-
mend for other localities, the baths being very accessible,
and at a merely nominal cost, viz., one penny. We trust

that the public will take up this subject.

THE ADDRESS TO THE COUNCIL OF THE
COLLEGE Or SURGEONS.

WE insert, with feelings of great satisfaction, the

following remarks, which form the leading article of the i" Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal" of Wednes- i

day last, on the 11 Address" which had been prepared by ’,
the Committee of the MEDICAL PROTECTION ASSEMBLY z,
for presentation to the Council of the College of Surgeons. I

A copy of the Address, as our readers are aware, was

printed at page 132 of the last LANCET:-
11 The subjoined Address, which has been forwarded to

us for insertion, appears to be at this juncture of such

importance, that we feel compelled to postpone our obser-
vations on the case of the medical officer of the Wells
Union till next week, in order that we may very briefly
call attention to the subject to which the Address refers. 

11 Our readers are well aware that we have never advo-

cated the throwing aside of all distinctions in the profes-
sion, nor the amalgamation of all classes of its members
into one. On the contrary, we have ever considered that
the wants of the community have led to the formation,
for practical purposes, of the three great bodies into which
the profession is now divided. The general practitioner
is absolutely essential to the welfare of the public at

large, and especially of that portion of the population
which is scattered throughout the country districts ;
while at the same time the call for consulting practitioners,
who severally devote their attention on the one hand

mainly to the study and management of internal affec-

tions, on the other to the treatment of external diseases,
and to the acquirement of skill in the performance of
capital operations, has been equally felt and responded to
in the metropolitan and larger cities and towns.

11 But, although we have found in existence, and

recognise the advantage of, the three divisions into which,
for the purposes of utility, the medical profession has
become divided, and so far think that the public benefit
is consulted by preserving the existing classes of physi-
cians, surgeons, and general practitioners, we have never
been able to discover the slightest grounds for splittiitg
each or any one of these classes into Jarlher stcbdivisions. It
is here that the charter of the Royal College of Surgeons
is mainly and fundamentally faulty. We are quite
willing to admit that the new charter is an improvement
in many important respects on that which preceded it;
but, in extending to a portion of the members of the
college the elective franchise, to which, we contend that,
under certain limitations, all have an indefeasible right

the creation of grades among a body where all were
before on an equality, is a manijest injustice to every member
exclucled frozn the superior class.

" This is the main error in principle, which, following
the bad precedent of the old and worn out charter of the
College of Physicians, deforms the new charter of the

College of Surgeons. The elective franchise is an import-
ant and inherent right, recognised in almost every insti-
tution of the country, and ought to be neither sparingly
bestowed nor capriciously withheld. The only restriction
to which, under existing circumstances, the exercise of
this right should have been subjected, is that arising from
length of standing, certainly not those derived from adven-
titious station or local expediency. Every object would
have been attained by confining the elective franchise to
those who had been members of the college for five or
seven years, and making a still longer standing necessary

I as a qualification for the council, while the unwise dis-
tinction of the fellowship is a measure which, as regards
the existing members of the college, ought never for one
moment to hau been thought of.
" The general practitioner, as we have before said, and

the consulting practitioner in either department, are

established by long existing usage, and recognised by the
wants of the community ; but the further distinction of
each class into fellotes, and licentiates or members who are
not fellows, is una4lled,/’or by public cOl1unien(’e. degrading
to the so-called subordinates, and highly injurious to the best
interests of the whole profession.

11 This attempt at conferring superior privileges on the
few, among those, who, up to the period of giving effect to

the charter, were all equal, was a fatal error in principle,
which the council of the college may be assured must be
retraced. The next error of a similar character com-

mitted, was the mode of selection in the appointments to
the superior gracle. We would not for one moment

question the good faith with which the appointments to
the fellowship have hitherto been made. We believe
that, with few exceptions indeed, the members of the

college selected for the fellowship are well entitled to the
honour, but then there are many-very many, of equal
eminence, who ought to have been appointed, and yet
by the adoption of an erroneous principle of selection,
stand excluded. Seniority, and seniority alone, should
have been the ground on which the first appointments
were made; and the only remedy which now remains in
the power of the council for the error which they have
committed, is at once to adopt that principle to the full; ; to
open wide the gate to tlaz jellou;ship, to do away with erery
useless distinction, and to admit, at once, to full privileges,
every member of the college whose experience in the pro-
fession entitles him to a representative voice in its co&ugrave;n-

cils, as his admission to its membership identifies him

with its interests. We conclude by recommending the
’ address,’ to which we have alluded, to the calm and can-
did consideration of our readers."

HOSPITAL REPORTS.
LONDON HOSPITAL.

MALIGNANT DISEASE OF THE FEMUR.

JOHN AGER, setat. 19, admitted under Mr. Scott

May 16. His general aspect was cachectic, the com-
plexion being sallow, hair dark. States that about three
weeks prior to admission he had fallen down, and that
his leg had twisted under him, and that great pain and


